
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : 30 NOVEMBER 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU SATISFIED BY CONVICTIONS OF SEXUAL OFFENDERS 

THE KWAZULU-NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies 
Mchunu, has expressed satisfaction with the work of law enforcement agencies and 
prosecutors for securing several convictions and sentences against sexual 
offenders, saying this would boost the Government’s efforts to defend children and 
women from all sorts of abuse and victimization. 

Mchunu was commenting after the court’s recently meted out seven life sentences 
for sexually related crimes in the province. During October, the Family Violence, 
Child Protection and Sexual Offences (FSC) Unit arrested 368 for various sexual 
related crimes such as rape, assault, kidnapping, sexual assault.  In the same 
month, 50 convictions, seven life sentences and a total of 444 years imprisonment 
were meted out to other accused for various crimes.  

On 27 November 2015, the Pietermaritzburg Regional Court sentenced Lindelani 
Mbatha, 29, to 18 years for sexual assault. Additionally, the Pietermaritzburg High 
Court recently sentenced Nkosinathi Ngcobo, 23, and Sifiso Buthelezi, 19. Ngcobo 
was sentenced to 12 life terms for rape and robbery and Buthelezi was sentenced to 
25 years imprisonment. 

Also, the Empangeni Regional Court sentenced Vusi Jele to 30 years imprisonment 
for the rape and robbery of a 27-year-old woman. The same court recently convicted 
and sentenced Dumisani Zungu to 20 years for rape, attempted murder and robbery. 

Meanwhile, the Newcastle Magistrate Court has sentenced Eric Maphiwe Manyoni to 
25 years imprisonment for rape. 

On 16 November 2015, the Durban Regional Court sentenced a 38-year-old man to 
17 years imprisonment for rape.  Additionally, the Maphumulo Regional Court 



recently sentenced a 44-year-old woman to 15 years imprisonment for raping a 13-
year-old boy.  

 

Today (30 November 2015), MEC Mchunu expressed satisfaction with work of the 
police’s FSC units and prosecutors, saying the arrests, convictions and sentences, 
bode well with the ongoing 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and 
Children campaign. 

Mchunu said the space for sexual offenders that prey on innocent communities was 
swiftly narrowing.  

 “Once again our justice system has emerged victorious. We applaud the 
decisions of the courts as it sends a loud message to criminals that they do 
not have a place in our society. 

“People who commit these heinous crimes of sexual assault must face the 
consequences for their deeds. I welcome the swift sentences that have been 
meted out and I am sure that others who think of committing these crimes will 
think twice. 

“We also commend the police and prosecutors for bringing the suspects to 
justice with speed and swiftness and urge them to continue with their 
investigations so that more suspects can be convicted and sent to jail,” said 
Mchunu. 
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